
 
Tuesday 17 November  & Wednesday 18 November  

 
 

Debating European money and development  
Venue: AINSI, Maastricht 

 
 
A focused program of two days combining film, debates, drinks, bites, an information market, 

and high level speakers. 
 
MONEY 
‘Money makes the world go round....’ or so they say. But does it? And for whom? And in ways that 
are equal for all? In the academic year 2009-2010, Maastricht Debates focuses on the relations 
between money, development and the protection of global public goods, from a European perspective. 
 
Tuesday November 17 

Sending Money Home 
A debate on the role of migrants in development 
7.30 – 9.30 PM 
 

Afterwards, drinks and live music by Astillero Tango from Buenos Aires  
 
This debate is organized with COS Limburg and Diaspora Forum for Development within the 
framework of Arc Mundi with financial support from the Province of Limburg and Oxfam Novib. Arc 
Mundi aims to promote the involvement of diaspora/migrant organizations in development and 
migration dialogues in the Netherlands, Europe and home countries. 
 

       
 
Wednesday November 18 

Money from Europe for whom? 
With Thijs Berman, Head of Afghanistan Delegation, European Parliament 
4.30 – 6 PM 
 
Drinks with African bites and West-African percussion by Indumbe 
6 – 7 PM 
 

Enjoy Poverty 
Film Forum on the development industry, featuring the documentary ‘Enjoy Poverty’ (2009) 
7 – 10 PM 
 
Afterwards, drinks and live music by Indumbe  
 
 
Information market 
 
Stichting YAK, small-scale humanitarian projects in India, Nepal and Tibet: http://www.youarekind.org  
Stichting Aman-Iman, water and sanitation projects in Niger: http://www.aman-iman.nl 
Cos Limburg, information and support on international issues: http://www.coslimburg.nl  
Stichting Khorlo, supporting the Tibetian cause: http://www.realchina.nl  
Mondiaal Centrum, on diversification and globalization in Maastricht: http://www.mondiaal-centrum.nl/  



 
Practical information 
 
Registration 
Register by sending an email to info@maastrichtdebates.net  
Indicating the date(s), number of people and whether you want to make use of the shuttle bus. 
 
Entrance fee 
November 17: free entrance 
November 18: 3 Euro entrance (at the door) 
 

Venue:  first floor, Lage Kanaaldijk 112 – 113: www.ainsi.nl  
 
Shuttle Bus 
Free shuttle service, registration mandatory via info@maastrichtdebates.net 
 
 November 17 
Departure Maastricht CS Station (centre side) to AINSI  19:10 hours 
Departure AINSI to Maastricht CS Station 22:15 hours 
 November 18 
Departure Vrijthof Maastricht (in front of Theatre) to AINSI  16:00 hours 
Departure AINSI to Vrijthof Maastricht 18:20 hours 
  
Departure Vrijthof Maastricht (in front of Theatre) to AINSI 18:40 hours 
Departure AINSI to Vrijthof Maastricht 23:00 hours 
 
Participating organizations and funders 
Maastricht Debates is a collaborate initiative of Maastricht University, the Netherlands Chapter of the 
Society for International Development (SID), the European Centre for Development Policy 
Management (ECDPM), Europe-open Consultancy, Lumière Cinema, and Concordantia, the study 
association of the European Studies programme at Maastricht University. Maastricht Debates receives 
financial support from the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Europafonds) and NCDO (through SID) 
and operates in collaboration with the Municipality of Maastricht and EUX TV. 
Arc Mundi is a cooperation of COS Limburg and Diaspora Forum for Development and receives 
financial support from the Province of Limburg and Oxfam Novib. 

       

               

               
  

                   
               



 
Tuesday November 17 
Sending Money Home 
A debate on the role of migrants in development 
 
·  Welcome by Han Aarts, Steering Committee Maastricht Debates, Director MUNDO, Maastricht 

University 
 
·  H.E. Cardozo Luna , Philippine Ambassador to the Netherlands  on the Philippine experience 

regarding collaborative projects and programs between migrants(organizations) and local 
government 

 
·  Professor Ton van Naerssen , Radboud University Nijmegen on the connection between 

remittances and development and the interrelations between trade policy, aid policy, migration 
policy in fighting poverty. 
 

·  Sylvia van den Berg-Ortega, Diaspora Forum for Deve lopment   on the connection between 
remittances and development, its social and economic ramifications and the role of migrants in 
advancing the development in their homelands. Also the bottlenecks encountered by migrants. 

 
·  Moderated by Inge Römgens and Ibra Ndaula Secretary of Pearl of Africa. 
 
·  Featuring the short documentary ‘Sending Money Home’  on the local and international flow of 

remittances. 
 
Afterwards, drinks and live music by Astillero Tango from Buenos Aires 
 
The objective of this debate is to clarify the connections between remittances and development, its 
social and economic ramifications and to show the role of migrants and private initiatives in promoting 
development in their homelands. Also to identify the incoherence regarding trade policy, aid policy, 
migration policy in fighting poverty. In the light of the coming election, (local) politicians will be invited 
to comment on their programs regarding international cooperation particularly on the component of 
migrants’ position in it. 
 
This debate is a joint effort of COS Limburg and Diaspora Forum for Development within the 
framework of Arc Mundi and Maastricht Debates with financial support from Oxfam Novib and the 
Province of Limburg. 
 

 

 
 
 
Ambassador Cardozo Luna 

Lieutenant General Cardozo assumed the post of 
Ambassador of the Republic of the Philippines to The 
Netherlands on August 6, 2009. He is a retired three-
star general and the 35th Vice Chief of Staff of the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines, the second highest 
position in the AFP hierarchy. He is a direct 
descendant of Antonio Luna and Juan Luna, 
members of the 1896 Philippine Revolution. He will 
serve as the focal person for the Philippines' defence 
engagements not only in Netherlands but as well as 



 
with other countries in Europe. Luna intended to make his contribution to further strengthen the 
existing political, economic, cultural, and security relations between the Philippines and the 
Netherlands, as well as actively promote peace-making initiatives through multilateral relations. 
 
Cardozo Luna  graduated with Masters in Economics Development from the University of the 
Philippines. He also obtained his second graduate degree of Master of Arts in Economics Planning 
and poised to complete his Doctor’s Degree in Regional Economics at the prestigious Ivy League 
business school, Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania. He is also a Defense Diplomacy 
Fellow in Cranfield University in the United Kingdom. Other than being touted as an academic giant in 
the military, Cardozo also excelled in his military education and training record. He attained top 
honours when he took the PC Officers Advance Course (August 1988) and the Joint Command and 
Staff Course (April 1995). 
 
Dr. Ton van Naerssen 

Associate Professor Development Geography, 
Radboud University of Nijmegen. Ton van Naerssen is 
human geographer and physical planner, specialised in 
development geography. He is coordinator of the masters 
programme ‘Global Urban Development’ at the Nijmegen 
School of Management (NSM), University of Nijmegen 
(KUN). His major fields of interest include globalisation 
processes, global cities in developing countries and their 
management, urban environment and health, and 
international migrants. He has carried out PhD. research in 
Malaysia on industrialisation and regional development. In 

the Philippines he has focused on public participation in the development of Manila. His current 
research focuses on issues of urban governance in developing countries and the position of Asian 
migrants in the EU labour market. 
More: http://socgeo.ruhosting.nl/homepages/tvn/homepage.html  
 
Sylvia van den Berg-Ortega 
Van den Berg-Ortega is currently working for Wilde Ganzen as project officer for Latin America & 
South Eastern Asia and as director AYNI Bolivia-Nederland Foundation. She is co-founder and 
advisor of several small NGO’s active in the Netherlands and abroad, and co-managing a big-scale IT 
training program in Bolivia applied to rural education. She has also been part of the delegation of 
migrants representing the Dutch Diaspora at international forums, and is advisor of the BID Network 
(stimulating international entrepreneurship and economic growth) and the Diaspora Forum for 
Development (DFD), advocacy umbrella organisation for migrants in the Netherlands.   
More: www.ayni.nl 
 
Astillero Tango 
 

The sound of Astillero is forceful, vertiginous, 
breathtaking, raw yet sophisticated: a rollercoaster ride of 
throbbing accents modulating into earth-shattering 
pianissimos and beyond. Yet this wild sound is entirely 
hand-made, free of any gimmicks, 100% acoustic: the 
sound of just wood and strings, brought to searing life by 
an acute sense for translating the experience of 21st 
century urban life into new music, built on a solid 
traditional foundation of Buenos Aires' tango.  
 
The orchestra, though featuring the typical instruments of 

a classic tango ensemble (two bandoneons, violin, piano, cello, double bass, and a singer) is a tango 
formation that has nothing to do with the 'tango' of our collective consciousness. Astillero proposes a 
completely new vision of tango, incisive and intense, rough and violent. The sounds of this group are 
the sounds of Buenos Aires today - the way they play their music reflects the incongruities and 
madness of this urban jungle; it kicks, breaks, hurts, jumps. Just as the world we live in. More: 
www.astillerotango.com.ar  



 
Wednesday 18 November  
 
Money from Europe for whom? 
A debate on the role of the European Union in the current multiple crises 
 
·  Thijs Berman , Chairman of Afghanistan Delegation, Member of European Parliament 
 
·  Jack Karhoha , journalist from the Associated Press, Democratic Republic of Congo 
 
·  Jacques Costongs , Alderman Maastricht, among others responsible for Housing, Health and 

Education 
 
·  Moderated by Inge Römgens of Maastricht Debates 
 
Drinks with African bites by Afrikana - West-African percussion by Indumbe 
 

Enjoy Poverty 
Film Forum on the development industry 
 
·  Brief introduction of the film by David Deprez , Lumiere Cinema 
 
·  Featuring the documentary ‘Enjoy Poverty’ (2009) 
 
·  Discussion with Renzo Martens, director of the movie, Jack Karhoha , journalist from the 

Associated Press, Democratic Republic of Congo, and Thijs Berman  
 
·  Moderated by Inge Römgens of Maastricht Debates 
 
Afterwards, drinks and live music by Indumbe  
 
 
Thijs Berman 

Thijs Berman (1957) is a Dutch politician and Member of the European 
Parliament. Initially studying acting in Maastricht, he turned to psychology. He 
earned a bachelor degree in psychology from Utrecht University in 1983 and a 
master's from the University of Amsterdam in 1987. Since, he was a 
correspondent in Paris and Moscow for the Dutch Public Radio (Radio 1), the 
Dutch international radio Wereldomroep, the agrarian daily Agrarisch 
Dagblad, and magazine Elsevier. He presented many radio and television 
shows, notably for broadcaster IKON. In June 2004 Berman was elected to 
the European Parliament, in 2009 he headed Dutch Labour in the European 
elections after winning the party primaries.  
He is Chairman of the Delegation for relations with Afghanistan and sits on the 
European Parliament's Committee on Development and on the Subcommittee 
on Human Rights.  

More: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thijs_Berman  
 
Documentary ‘Enjoy Poverty’ 

The documentary by Renzo Martens (90 minutes) focuses on 
the dark side of development with DR Congo as case. Is 
poverty an economic value? For two years, Dutch artist 
Renzo Martens travelled around DR Congo, from the capital 
of Kinshasa to deep into the interior. Employing a casual film 
style, camera in hand, he makes his way around the poverty-
fighting industry in the post-civil war country and regularly 
appears onscreen himself. He films UN peacekeepers in their 
SUVs providing security for an international company so it 
can mine gold; corpses of gold-digging rebels surrounded by 
Western photographers, white relief workers happily taking 



 
pictures of the recipients of their emergency aid, with their logo on every canvas tent they hand out; a 
large landowner at a photo exhibition looking at pictures of his day labourers, who don't even earn 
enough to feed their children. It all amounts to one conclusion: poverty is there to stay, and "fighting it" 
is an industry from which the poor benefit very little. Martens then launches a self-styled emancipation 
programme: he teaches the Congolese poor that "images of poverty" are their country's most lucrative 
natural resource. Under Martens' guidance, local photographers start photographing malnourished 
children instead of wedding parties. He mounts a neon sign in the middle of the forest that reads 
"Enjoy Poverty," so that the poor can reap its financial fruits as well. The local population dances 
frenetically, but in the end, adversity won't be held at bay for long. 
Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yREqd8QYtsQ  
 
Jacques Costongs 

 
Jacques Costongs (Dutch Labour) is Alderman of the City of Maastricht, 
among others responsible for Housing, Health, and Education. He is 
also responsible for diversification policy and development cooperation, 
and supported the decision to make Maastricht a Fair Trade 
Municipality and to create a local Millennium Development Goals 
platform. Costongs is Member of the Board of the National Twinning 
Association Netherlands - Nicaragua. 
More: http://www.maastricht.nl/web/Bestuur-en-

organisatie/College/6.2.1-tonenop/Dhr.-J.E.L.-Jacques-Costongs.htm  
 
Indumbe 
Abakoula Argalaless from Niger and Jos Vrinssen from Belgium speak the same musical language. 
Both are enthusiastic percussionists. With exhilarating rhythms, quiet ballades and cheerful songs 
they take you by the hand for a unique journey through the Touareg culture. The two friends are 
experienced musicians and play a variety of instruments like drums, conga, djembe, doundouns, water 
drums, balophone, flute, and didgeridoo. 
More: http://www.indumba.be  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

               

               
  

                   
               
 


